Jun-27-2007 09:04afn Frorn-Moser, Patterson A Sheridan, LLP - NJ +17325309808 T-360 P, 002/010 F-522 

Serial No. 09/458,319 
Page 2 of 10 

IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 

1-7. (Canceled) 



8. (Previously presented) In an information distribution system including orovider 
equipment and subscriber equipment, said provider equipment communicatir g to said 
subscriber equipment information streams including content requested by sa d 
subscriber equipment, an apparatus comprising: 

a session manager, for interacting with said subscriber equipment anc 
maintaining a plurality of playlists, wherein each playllst Is associated with a espective 
subscriber, said playlist defining a plurality of content streams to be provided to said 
subscriber equipment, said playlist further identifying reverse and fast-fonA^ard streams 
associated with each one of said plurality of content streams, each content s :ream 
comprising a plurality of splicing entry and exit points dispersed therein to enable 
transitioning between said plurality of content streams; 

a server, for storing content streams; and 

a server controller for retrieving from said sen/er, content streams def ned by said 
playlist, said content streams being sequentially provided to said subscriber equipment; 
and 

said session manager modifying said playlist in response to playlist n^odification 
commands received from said subscriber equipment, wherein a next stream in said 
playlist is spliced at an entry point associated with an exit point of a curent s tream 
being sent to said subscriber equipment 

9, (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein: 
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said modification commands comprise at least one of an add comman<J 
command, a skip forward command, a skip backwards command, a fast fonw^rd 
command and a rewind command. 



10. 



(Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein: 
said session manager, in response to said add command and said delate 
command, respectively adding or deleting a subscriber-Indicated content 
said playlist. 



1 1 . (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein: 

said session manager, in response to said skip forward command and 
backwards command, causing said server controller to begin providing to saijl 
subscriber equipment, respectively, a next content stream or a previous cont 
within said playlist. 



a delete 



stream from 



said skip 



ant stream 



12, (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 9, wherein; 
said session manager, in response to said fast fonward command and said 

rewind command, causing said server controller to begin providing to said subscriber 
equipment, respectively, said fast forward stream or said fast rewind stream associated 
with a presently provided content stream 

13, (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein: 
said server controller, in response to a remaining portion of a provided content 

stream being below a threshold level, communicating a termination notification to said 
session manager. 



14. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein: 

said session manager, in response to said termination notification, 
communicating to said server controller a next content stream to be providec| to said 
subscriber equipment. 
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15. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 8, wherein said server cjomprises 
a plurality of servers, each of said plurality of servers storing at least a respective 
portion of the content streams available to a subscriber, said server controller causing a 
transport processor to receive a substantially continuous stream of content fo|r each 
active subscriber regardless of the server presently storing that content. 

16. (Previously presented) In an information distribution system including brovider 
equipment and subscriber equipment, said provider equipment communicating content 
to said subscriber equipment via a distribution network, a provider method cojnprising 
the steps of: ^^^-^-^ 

establishing a session with a subscriber; 

maintaining a plurality of playlists, wherein^each one of said , plu^ jty^^1[ plavlist^^ 
associated with a respective subscriber; 

generating a playlist for said subscriber if a playiist does not presently ^xist, said 
playlist detemnining a sequence of content streams to be retrieved from a ser/er and 
coupled to a transport processor for distribution to said subscriber via said distribution 
network, each content stream comprising a plurality of splicing entry and exit 
dispersed therein to enable transitioning between content streams, said play! 
identifying reverse and fast-forward streams associated with said content streams; 

in the case of said subscriber transmitting a playlist modification comnrjand, 
modifying said playlist at said provider equipment in response to said playlist 
modification command; 

in the case of said subscriber transmitting a content stream modificaticjn 
command, modifying said content stream in response to said content stream 
modification command; 

determining a next content stream to be provided to said subscriber fr(|)m said 

playlist; 

. closing a present content stream being retrieved from a sever and provided to 
said transport processor; and 




points 
st further 
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to a server 



spliced at 



communicating said next content stream to be provided to said server 
controller, said server controller responsively causing said next content strearln to be 
provided to said transport processor upon the temnlnation of the present content stream 
provided to said transport processor, wherein a next stream in said playlist is 
an entry point associated wrth an exit point of a current stream being sent to ^aid 
subscriber equipment 

17. (Previously presented) The method of claim 16, wherein: 

said modification commands comprise at least one of an add command, a delete 
command, a skip forward command, a skip backwards command, a fast 
command and a rewind command. 



forw^^rd 



18., ^<Previously presented) The method of claim 17, further comprising the step of: 

adding or deleting a subscriber-indicated content stream from said playlist in 
response to, respectively, said add command and said delete command. 



19. (Previously presented) The method of claim 18, further comprising the 
in response to said fast forward command and said rewind command, 
said server controller to begin providing to said subscriber equipment, respec 
fast fon^vard stream or said fast rewind stream associated with a presently projvided 
content stream 



step of: 
ausing 
ively, said 



20. (Previously presented) The method of claim 16. wherein: 
in response to a remaining portion of a provided content stream being lj)elow a 

threshold level, communicating a termination notification to said session mansiger. 

21 . (Previously presented) The method of claim 20, wherein: 
said session manager. In response to said termination notification, communicating to 
said server controller a next content stream to be provided to said subscriber 
equipment. 
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